
 

Jefferson Community, 

 

I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved ones well as we come to the end of 

a most extraordinary year. I thank you for the support you have given to Jefferson 

during this time. Teachers have worked incredibly hard to provide school and 

home learning opportunities to ensure that our students, your children, have con-

tinued to make progress. 

 

End-of year i-Ready Diagnostic data indicates Jefferson students have demonstrat-

ed an approximate 13% increase in students on, or above, level for both Reading 

and Math since September! Please continue to read with your child and practice 

basic math facts at home during the summer months.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to making this unique school year a 

success. On behalf of the entire Thomas Jefferson staff, have a safe and happy 

summer.  

 

We look forward to next year! 

 

Sincerely, 

V. Rejrat 

Vanessa Rejrat 
Principal 

Jefferson Vision 

We at Jefferson, are committed 

to meeting and exceeding state 

and national academic stand-

ards.  Additionally, we will en-

courage our students to strive 

to become kind, caring, com-

passionate, and productive 

members of society. 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT  PHONE 
NUMBERS 

 
Mrs. Rejrat - Principal 

 315-792-2163 
 

Mrs. Rightmier-Secretary 
 315-792-2163 

 
Security 

315-368-6712 
 

Nurse 
315-368-6702 

 

Tech. Support 

315-368-6997 ext. 9 

 
School Fax Number 

315-732-5902 
 

Main Office Hours 
8:30 – 3:30 



We are so proud of how our kindergarteners have adjusted so well with going from fully remote, 

to hybrid, to coming fully in person (or staying remote) learning styles.  In ELA, we have learned 

all of our letters and the sounds that they make.  We are continuing to work on reading and writ-

ing 3-4 letter words.  We are continuing to work on our list of 36 high frequency words.  We have 

also been writing sentences using our high frequency words.  In math, we are working on adding 

and subtracting to 10.  We are currently working on composing and decomposing numbers 11-

20. 

Our kindergarten team would like to thank all of our parents for their continued support.  We truly 

could not have had a successful year without you! 

There is still so much to learn in first grade. As we enter our final months of the school year, the 

first graders have been learning how to tell time on a digital and analog clock. They have also 

been learning how to count money.  To practice these skills at home with your child, have them 

count up spare change and find the value, as well as, have them tell you the time.   To build 

reading skills, continue to have them practice their high frequency words every day. Reading is 

very important.  Have your child read daily, especially over the summer.  

The second grade students have been reading about how people can make a difference. We read 

many stories about how to be a good citizen, cooperation, the importance of following rules and 

how we can protect our Earth. In Math, we have been learning about money. We love singing our 

coin songs to help us remember the value of each coin! The second grade classes also had the 

opportunity to attend a Virtual Museum tour. We were able to see Munson Williams on Zoom and 

discussed the nouns, verbs, and adjectives we saw in paintings and sculptures.            



The third graders were also fortunate enough to go on a virtual fieldtrip to the Munson Williams 

Proctor Art Museum in Utica!  Our two wonderful docents led us through the museum.  We 

looked at many different paintings, sculptures and some decorative art.  We played a virtual 

game of BINGO, where we were searching for nouns, verbs and adjectives that we noticed in the 

artwork.  Some of our favorite parts of the trip were looking at the beautiful art, playing BINGO 

and getting to learn more about this terrific landmark in our own community.  This virtual field trip 

was a wonderful experience for the third graders! 

This is one of the marvelous paintings that we saw on our field trip. 
 
                

 

 

 

 

 

   Frederic Edwin Church (1826-1900) 

   Sunset, 1856  

How do you get better at anything you do? You practice! Just like sports or other activities, the 

key to success in school is practice, practice, practice. 

In both reading and math, we have been working on our spiral review of all concepts that were 

covered during the year. 

In science, the students are learning to consider, analyze, interpret, and evaluate instead of just 

recalling simple facts. They are also practicing by answering multiple-choice and open-ended 

questions they will see on the upcoming New York State Test in Science for Grade 4. 

Thank you for supporting academic growth and achievement at home with your child by practic-

ing multiplication facts (0-12) and encouraging independent reading time! 



Wow!  Where did this year go?  We have been very busy getting ready for our NY State Assess-

ments for Math and ELA and we will soon be  getting ready for our final exams for the school 

year.  

We have been studying Ancient Egypt in Social Studies and are currently presenting our Pyramid 

Projects in our classrooms. Many of them are really amazing.  Sixth graders, you rocked it!  With 

June fast approaching, we will be preparing for our final goodbyes from Jefferson Elementary  as 

we graduate and move on to Middle School . Remember, you can be anything you choose in life, 

wherever you go, go with all your heart!  You will be missed and we want to wish you all great 

success in the 2021-2022 school year, and all your years ahead in school.  

Reading: Students have been reading trade books to further develop their skills and knowledge of 

the following reading skills: determining the meaning of unknown words, comparing characters, plot 

and theme identification, drawing conclusions, and making inferences. 

Math: We have been working on our volume module.  Students have been solving real-world prob-

lems involving volume. At this time, students will use the formula for volume and review multiplication 

strategies. Then, we will be working on drawing, analysis, and classification of two dimensional 

shapes.  

We encourage our 5th grade students to remain focused and engage in learning.  We encourage all 

learners to participate each day.  



Every morning the above students, Hamad, Jaida, Jordan and Sophia share the morning         

announcements live on Zoom.  Every classroom teacher connects to the morning announcement 

zoom link so all students can see and hear the announcements.   

Each morning the students say the Pledge of Allegiance then announce the weather, lunch for 

the day, quote of the day, joke of the day, did you know fun fact and reminders. 

There is now a “Joke Box” at security for anyone that would like to contribute a joke and the kids 

will read the joke and give the student credit for the joke on air. 

If you would like to see the morning announcements, they are taped every morning, then put on 

our webpage for remote students, parents/guardians to view each day. 

Ms. Czepiel’s class had fun celebrating Star Wars Day! Students wore Star Wars outfits and 

even had Star Wars masks. They read Star Wars stories and answered comprehension ques-

tions. The students completed math worksheets with all the characters. Students learned 

about self-control and using “the four” strategy. They even created a Chewbacca geometry 

project involving the Star Wars theme.  The students had a fantastic day learning in a galaxy 

far, far, away! 

May the force be with you! 





 

 

 



How Outdoor Play Builds Social and Emotional Skills in Children 

Your child’s mind is rapidly developing every minute. 

It is a complex interplay of emotions, interpretation of the senses and movement experiences, 

creating memories, planning, and learning about the world around them. 

The mind enables your children to be aware of the world around them and to consciously think 

and make decisions. 

It is both complex and fascinating at the same time. 

In order to keep things simple, we are going to focus on two primary functions of the mind: so-

cial-emotional skills and cognitive skills. 

These skills are enhanced through outdoor play experiences. 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SKILLS 

Waiting your turn. Following the rules. Dealing with feelings of frustration and anger in a healthy 

way. Sharing your toys. Making new friends. All of these skills describe components of healthy 

social-emotional development. Young children develop their social-emotional skills through prac-

tice and small steps over time. 

You can support your child’s social-emotional skills by simply holding him, touching him, and 
speaking to him. Giving him loving attention while letting him play, explore, and follow his inter-
ests. He will develop new skills when you give him just enough help so that he can be success-
ful, without getting overly frustrated. Occupational therapists call this the “just right” challenge. 
For instance, if your child is trying to climb up a single step onto the next level of flooring — step 
back and let him, but be there to spot him. Maybe he only needs a little nudge in order to suc-
cessfully make it to the next level, but did it mostly by himself. Next time he tries, he is likely to 
have the confidence needed to advance up the step independently. This teaches him that hard 
work and persistence is often followed by success. 
 
If your children have trouble with social-emotional skills, they may have difficulties playing with 
other children. They may get easily frustrated and angry and have trouble controlling their rage. 
They often don’t empathize with the needs of other children. They may have trouble sharing, lis-
tening to others, taking turns, and playing by the rules even as they get older and these skills 
should be in place. It is important that we start early with children. Teach them what is right and 
wrong. Listen to them and allow independence whenever possible – especially in an outdoor 
setting. 



 
Playing independently outdoors with friends further challenges and enhances chil-
dren’s social-emotional skills. 
 
The natural setting creates a calm, sensory rich (but not sensory overloaded) environment 
where kids can play energetically without some of the frustrations, noise, and other stressors 
that present themselves at indoor play facilities or on school grounds. In nature, away from 
adults and large groups of peers, children find peace and calm. They have opportunities to 
work out issues one-on-one or in small groups of children. There are no colorful lights blinking, 
noisy interruptions, or adults constantly checking in on them. Time expands as they dive into 
deep play. Their opportunities for advanced social interactions and problem solving are end-
less. 
 
COGNITIVE SKILLS 
 
Cognitive skills also develop through practice and opportunity over time. They involve abilities 
such as paying attention, memory, and thinking. These crucial skills utilize the processing of 
sensory information to form new memories, evaluate, analyze, make comparisons, and learn 
cause and effect. Some cognitive skills are genetic; however, most cognitive skills are learned 
through real life situations. In other words, learning and thinking skills can be improved through 
enriching cognitive experiences. 
 
To foster learning, be mindful of what interests your child has and allow her ample time to ex-
plore the subject. For example, if your child is thoroughly excited by the shark exhibit at the lo-
cal children’s museum and wants to spend a good portion of her time here, let her, even if you 
are bored and would rather see the jellyfish, which is meaningful to you but perhaps not to your 
child. Sometimes as adults, we feel like we know the best activity to help our children learn 
something new. However, if we simply step back and follow the child — they will often lead us 
to what is most interesting and meaningful to them. 
 
When children are deprived of child-led play experiences, they may struggle with higher-
level thinking skills such as coming up with their own ideas, problem-solving, and other 
forms of creative expression. 
 
IN A NUTSHELL 
 
Adults should step back a little, and allow children the gift of time and space. It is only when we 
constantly say, “no” that we start to see problems in development. We may say, “no climbing,” 
“no riding your bike to Henry’s house,” “no running,” “there is no time for that,” “don’t touch 
that,” and “get down from there.” 
 
We think we know what is best for our children. We are just trying to protect them. However, by 
constantly rushing children, restricting their movement, and diminishing their time to play, we 
are causing more harm than good. ~Angela Hanscom 
 
 




